
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/742,354 



12/22/2000 



Hans Sachse 



26474 7590 04/03/2006 

NOVAK DRUCE DELUCA & QUIGG, LLP 
1300 EYE STREET NW 
SUITE 400 EAST 
WASHINGTON, DC 20005 



8217 



EXAMINER 



GRAY, PHILLIP A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3767 

DATE MAILED: 04/03/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/742,354 


Applicant(s) 
SACHSE, HANS 


Examiner 

Phillip Gray 


Art Unit 

3767 





The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 14 through 17 are pending and are examined in this action. Claims 1-13 
are cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 14, 15, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Andersen (U.S. Patent Number 5,057,091). 

Andersen discloses an enteral feeding tube with a flexible bolus and feeding 
bolus. Andersen discloses a process for delivering fluid to the intestines with a probe 
(figures 1-4, and 6) comprising a probe tube (10,16,18) with an outlet tip area opening 
(at 14, 18, 22), guide stylet (20) with a curved tip area, further the probe tube and guide 
stylet each have a flexibility such that the absence of an external force, the shape of the 
guide stylet is substantially imparted on the tip area of the probe tube when inserted 
(see paragraph at column 3 line 37 to column 4 line 27). Andersen discloses a process 
with the steps of inserting the probe tube into the stomach by way of the patients 
esophagus (see figure 4), inserting the guide stylet into the probe tube thereby causing 
the shape of the guide stylet to be substantially imparted on the tip area of the probe 
tube, inserting the tip of the probe tube into the patient's small intestines by way of the 
patient's pylorus and passing the fluid through the lumen and the opening of the probe 
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tube (see paragraph at column 3 line 37 to column 4 line 27). Andersen discloses the 
step of spraying X-ray contrast medium into the probe tube prior to inserting the tip of 
the probe into the small intestines (see paragraphs beginning at column 2 line 17). 
Further Andersen discloses a probe tube (figures 1-3) comprising an outer tube (16) 
and an inner stiffening tube (20), which does not extend into the tip area (18) of the 
probe tube. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Andersen as applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Cocanower (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,334,167). Andersen discloses the claimed invention except for inserting a 
second straight straight stylet into the probe tube prior to inserting the probe tube into 
the stomach. Cocanower teaches that it is known to inserting a second straight straight 
stylet (20,40,46) into the probe tube prior to inserting the probe tube into the stomach 
(as set forth in paragraphs beginning at column 4 and line 8 to column 5 line 27) to 
provide a guided gastric intubation of an enteral feeding tube. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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modify the probe system as taught by Andersen with inserting a second straight straight 
stylet into the probe tube prior to inserting the probe tube into the stomach as taught by 
Cocanower, since such a modification would provide the probe system with inserting a 
second straight straight stylet into the probe tube prior to inserting the probe tube into 
the stomach for providing a guided gastric intubation of a enteral feeding tube. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phillip Gray whose telephone number is (571) 272-7180. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-4959. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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